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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 
• The exam ples given in the m ark schem e are not  intended to be definit ive. They 

    are m erely given as an exam ple of the response which m ay be given by  

    candidates. All relevant  statem ents m ade by candidates that  are not  m ent ioned  

    in the m ark schem e should be credited. 

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners m ust  m ark the 

first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the last .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for  

what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their  

percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievem ent .  All m arks on the m ark schem e should be 

used appropriately.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners 

should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the 

m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

• Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the principles 

by which m arks will be awarded and exem plificat ion m ay be lim ited. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e to 

a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it  with 

an alternat ive response. 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el  m ar k  b an d   

• The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level.  Follow 

these unless there is an inst ruct ion given within a level. However, where a level 

has specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, a lw ay s  follow 

that  guidance. 

 

• 2  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with the presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the higher of the two. 

An answer which is poor ly supported gets the lower m ark. 

 

• 3  m ar k  b an d s 

Start  with a presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the m iddle of the three. 

An answer which is poor ly supported gets the lower m ark. 

An answer which is well supported gets the higher m ark. 

 

• 4  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with a presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the upper m iddle m ark of the 

four.  

An answer which is poor ly supported gets a lower m ark. 

An answer which is well supported and shows depth or breadth of coverage gets 

the higher m ark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

1  Ex p la in  t h e  im p act  o f  t h e ch an g es I l i y as Sh ah  m ad e t o  Ben g a l .  

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 

• m i l i t a r y  con q u est s  

• ad m in ist r at i on   

• r e lat i on s w i t h  De lh i  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of changes e.g. 

independence, enlargem ent , local governm ent  etc 

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing changes e.g. established 

Bengal as an independent  sultanate, form al relat ions with 

Delhi, coinage, m ilitary cam paigns etc. 

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of changes e.g. established Bengal as an 

independent  sultanate and broke free of cont rol from  Delhi 

whilst  retaining form al relat ions, m ilitary successes based on 

arm y linked to local areas and not  foreign m ercenaries, adm in 

open to all etc. 

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing changes e.g. as L3 but  

em phasises that  Bangalah and Bangali were the first  at tem pts 

to create a Bengal ident it y and develop a Bengali style of 

architecture et c.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

2  W h y  d id  t h e  Mu g h a l  Em p i r e lose co n t r o l  o f  Ben g a l  in  t h e  f i r st  h al f  

o f  t h e e ig h t een t h  cen t u r y ? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

• Mu r sh id  Qu l i  Kh an  

• Eu r op ean  m er ch an t s 

• t h e r u le o f  Naw ab s  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons e.g. MQK took 

over,  European m erchants dealt  locally, Nawabs becam e 

independent  etc. 

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing reasons e.g. MQK reorganised 

the adm in and finances, European m erchants wanted to deal 

with the local ruler, incent ive to separat ion, Nawabs ruled 

instead of Mughal em peror etc.  

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of reasons e.g. Aurangzeb was weak, MQK a good 

adm inist rator, developed from  the Diwani, m erchants offered 

wealth and prest ige, Bengal rem ote and difficult  to cont rol etc. 

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons e.g. Bengal had only 

been loosely under the cont rol of the Mughals, m uch 

opposit ion, poorly governed after Shaista Khan, MQK sent  to 

sort  out  finances, European wealth very tem pt ing etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

3  W h y  d id  Ban g la d ev e lop  in t o  a  w r i t t en  lan g u ag e b et w een  1 7 7 0  

an d  1 8 5 0 ? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

• W il l i am  Car ey  

• t h e Ser am p o r e  Pr ess 

• Raj a  Ram  Mo h an  Roy  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. Carey 

wrote a book, S Press published books, Roy was known as a 

writer etc.  

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing reasons, e.g. details of the 

above, Carey was first  t o set  out  rules for Bangla, S Press 

published journals, Roy known as ‘Father of Bengal 

Renaissance’ et c.  

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of reasons, e.g. Bangla couldn’t  develop unt il 

gram m ar sorted out ,  handwrit ten unt il then, S Press published 

books in Bangla for alm ost  first  t im e, led to Bengal 

Renaissance, Roy cont r ibuted significant ly to the developm ent  

of Bengali language and the wider society in I ndia, t ranslated 

ancient  I ndian works on religion and philosophy into Bengali 

etc 

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons e.g. set t led period of 

Brit ish rule encouraged Bangla, Carey a m issionary who 

wanted to convert , print ing need organised text ,  Roy 

representat ive of a wider group of writers and philosophers 

who encouraged the developm ent  of associat ions and societ ies 

that  used the Bangla language to think further about  the 

Bengal nat ionalism  under the um brella of the Bengal 

Renaissance etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quest ion Num ber 

4  W h y  d id  op p osi t io n  t o  Br i t i sh  r u le  g r ow  in  Ben g a l  b et w een  1 9 1 8  

an d  1 9 3 5 ?  

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 

• t h e Gov er n m en t  o f  I n d ia  Act , 1 9 1 9   

• M. A. Jin n ah ’s ‘Fou r t een  Po in t s’1 9 2 9   

• t h e Rou n d  Tab le Con f er en ces 1 9 3 0 - 3 2   

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. the GI  Act  

did not  give Hom e Rule, 14 points was a program m e of MAJ, 

RTCs achieved lit t le etc.  

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing exam ples e.g. details of the 

GI  Act , 14 Points and the RTCs etc. 

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of reasons, e.g. GI  Act  was too lit t le too late after 

Rowlat t  and Am ritsar, 14 Points dem anded a weak cent ral 

governm ent  which becam e the chief aim  of the ML, Muslim  

m ajorit ies cut  down in Bengal etc. 

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons e.g. as L3 but  

em phasises the disappointm ent  after  the First  World War at  

Britain’s failure to reward Indians, the role of Gandhi and 

failure to m ake progress on self governm ent  following the RTCs 

etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber 

5  W h y  d id  t h e  Six - Po in t  Pr og r am m e h av e su ch  d r am at ic e f f ect s o n  

r e lat i on s b et w een  East  an d  W est  Pak ist an  in  1 9 6 6 ? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

• in cr eased  p o w er s f o r  t h e p r ov in cia l  g ov er n m en t s 

• sep ar at e  t ax at io n  an d  f i n an ce f o r  East  an d  W est  Pak ist an  

• f r ee  t r ad e in  g ood s b et w een  East  an d  W est  Pak ist an  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. it  would 

m ean separat ion, less power for West  Pakistan etc. 

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing exam ples e.g. increased 

power for East  Pakistan would m ean hom e rule, separate 

finance would stop exploitat ion by West  Pakistan, free t rade 

would m ean that  EP goods would be cheaper in WP etc. 

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of reasons, e.g. 6PP would have m eant  the 

separat ion of WP and EP and would have ended the dom inance 

of the WP elite, EP would have been able to develop effect ively 

for  the first  t im e etc. 

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons e.g. the 6PP would have 

m eant  the end of cent ralised Pakistan, EP was m ore num erous 

and wealthier and had been exploited by WP, this situat ion had 

been m aintained by the Pakistan const itut ion etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber 

6  W h y  w er e t h e  Pak ist an i  ar m ed  f o r ces d ef eat ed  in  t h e 1 9 7 1  W ar  o f  

Lib er at ion ?  

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 

•  t h e  Mu k t i  Bah in i   

•  g u er r i l l a  t act ics  

•  su p p o r t  f r om  I n d ia  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. Mukt i 

Bahini were then Bangladesh forces, they used guerrilla tact ics, 

I ndia recognised Bangladesh independence etc. 

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing reasons e.g. details of above 

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of reasons e.g. MB were soldiers that  escaped from  

Pakistani at tacks form ed units in areas, carried out  guerrilla 

warfare to weaken Pakistan forces;  supported by India:  j oint  

com m and Novem ber and three pronged at tack etc. 

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons e.g. key factor was 

support  from  India etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber 

7  W h y  h as t h e n u m b er  o f  p o l i t i ca l  p ar t i es in  Ban g lad esh  in cr eased  

sin ce 1 9 7 5 ? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

• g en er a l  e lect io n s 

• car et ak er  g ov er n m en t s 

• p o l i t i ca l  lead er s 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving som e reasons, e.g. elect ions 

encourage part ies, Caretaker Governm ents allow free elect ions, 

leaders have set  up their own part ies etc. 

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing reasons e.g. details of the 

above OR background of part ies, Jat iya etc. 

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of developm ents, e.g leaders were opposed by 

voters, part ies set  up to represent  interest ,  I slam ic part ies, end 

of m ilitary rule etc 

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons e.g. m ain reason was 

end of Pakistani rule, Bangladeshis were united against  

Pakistan in Awam i League but  have since disagreed as a result  

of seizure of power, policy disagreem ents etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber 

8  W h y  d id  t h e  Lan g u ag e Mov em en t  b ecom e so  im p o r t an t  in  t h e  

1 9 5 0 s an d  1 9 6 0 s? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  o w n  k n o w led g e, y o u  m ay  u se t h e f o l lo w in g  t o  

h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

• Ek u sh ey  Feb r u ar y  

• Ban g la  

• t h e Pak ist an  Con st i t u t ion  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m aterial 

Lev el  1  1-6 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. Ekushey 

was the killing of students, Bangla was the language of 

Bangladesh, PC wanted Urdu etc 

Lev el  2  7-12 Developed statem ents describing reasons e.g. details of above 

e.g. Ekushey was a student  dem onst rat ion that  was fired on by 

the police and seven were killed, Bangla had developed since 

the nineteenth century and the people of East  Bengal wanted it  

as a nat ional language, PC was intended only to allow Urdu as 

a nat ional language etc. 

Lev el  3  13-17 Explanat ion of reasons e.g. Bengalis wanted their language to 

be accepted otherwise it  would be difficult  to part icipate in the 

governm ent  and adm inist rat ion, few spoke Urdu and the 

m ajorit y of Pakistanis spoke Bangla etc.  

Lev el  4  18-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons, e.g Language 

Movem ent  arose because the West  wanted to use Urdu as a 

m eans of retaining cont rol and dom inat ing the m ore populous 

East ,  Language Movem ent  began with students etc. 
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